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SILICON IN NOVEMBER 1999

In November, domestic shipments of silicon ferroalloys plus
metal, excluding silvery pig iron, were estimated to have been
about the same as those for the prior month, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey.  Overall production was estimated to have
increased slightly.  For the third successive month, total producer
stocks were estimated to have increased; for November, the
increase was about 6%.

October trade data are included in this report.  Trade data for

November were unavailable at the time of publication and will be
included in a subsequent report.

Published prices for silicon-based commodities are listed  below
(Source: Platt's Metals Week).  Ferrosilicon prices are based on
the contained weight of silicon.  All prices are posted in cents per
pound.

Dealer Import Prices

50% Ferrosilicon 75% Ferrosilicon Silicon Metal
November 5 44.0-48.0 36.5-39.0 50.0-51.0
November 12 43.0-47.0 37.0-39.5 51.0-52.0
November 19 43.0-47.0 37.5-40.0 51.0-52.0
November 26 43.0-47.0 37.5-40.0 51.0-52.0



TABLE  1 
 U.S. PRODUCTION,  SHIPMENTS,  AND PRODUCER STOCKS OF SILICON ALLOYS AND METAL 1/ 2/ 3/

(Metric tons)

Gross production 4/     Net shipments    Stocks
November Year to           November Year to   November 30, 

Material 1999 date         1999 date        1999
Ferrosilicon:
   25%-55% silicon 5/ 22,100 236,000 13,200 162,000 53,300
   56%-95% silicon 12,100 129,000 13,500 128,000 26,900
Silicon metal:
   Excludes semiconductor grades 16,300 178,000 15,400 175,000 7,430
1/  Data are rounded to three significant digits.
2/  Includes U.S. Geological Survey estimates.
3/  Data for silvery pig iron (less than 25% silicon) withheld to avoid disclosing company proprietary data.
4/  Ferrosilicon production includes material consumed in the production of miscellaneous silicon alloys.
5/  Includes miscellaneous silicon alloys.

TABLE  2
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN OCTOBER 1999  1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained 

Country weight weight Value weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon:
    More than 55% silicon:
          Brazil 2 2 $4,130 2 2 $4,130
         Canada 448 269 279,000 4,420 2,650 2,790,000
         Costa Rica -- -- -- 3 2 2,810
         Domincan  Republic -- -- -- 19 11 21,900
         Japan -- -- -- 5 3 3,880
         Korea,  Republic of 312 187 269,000 2,010 1,210 1,720,000
         Malaysia -- -- -- 5 4 5,880
         Mexico 152 101 225,000 2,500 1,570 2,660,000
         Taiwan -- -- -- 44 26 35,100
         United Kingdom -- -- -- 15 9 28,800
             Total 914 558 777,000 9,020 5,490 7,280,000
    Other ferrosilicon:
         Belgium -- -- -- 2,020 1,010 2,190,000
         Canada 600 300 421,000 5,400 2,700 3,710,000
         China 99 50 125,000 886 444 747,000
         Germany -- -- -- 491 248 526,000
         India 989 495 829,000 4,610 2,300 3,900,000
         Japan 908 457 1,610,000 9,630 4,810 9,120,000
         Korea,  Republic of 148 74 117,000 1,850 927 1,460,000
         Mexico 143 71 152,000 1,100 552 1,330,000
         Taiwan 73 36 57,500 637 319 503,000
         United Kingdom 576 288 437,000 3,220 1,610 2,410,000
         Other (14 countries) 147 74 116,000 939 470 806,000
             Total 3,680 1,850 3,860,000 30,800 15,400 26,700,000
             Total ferrosilicon 4,600 2,400 4,640,000 39,800 20,900 34,000,000
Metal:
     More than 99.99 % silicon:
         China 16 XX 479,000 129 XX 4,670,000
         Czech Republic -- XX -- 43 XX 1,920,000
         France 17 XX 294,000 41 XX 919,000
         Germany 4 XX 394,000 22 XX 1,690,000
         Japan 324 XX 16,600,000 1,980 XX 116,000,000
         Korea,  Republic of 96 XX 2,080,000 523 XX 14,400,000
         Malaysia 19 XX 4,000,000 119 XX 25,300,000
         Poland (3/) XX 29,900 26 XX 1,250,000
         Taiwan 27 XX 1,090,000 166 XX 8,560,000
         United Kingdom 1 XX 339,000 36 XX 8,080,000
          Other (40 countries) 18 XX 1,010,000 109 XX 6,490,000
              Total 523 523 e/ 26,300,000 3,190 3,190 e/ 189,000,000
See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE  2--Continued
U.S. EXPORTS OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN OCTOBER 1999  1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date
Gross Contained Gross Contained 

Country weight weight Value weight weight          Value
Metal--Continued:
     99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
         Belgium -- -- -- 6 6 $8,290
         Brazil 44 44 $62,000 44 44 62,000
         France  -- -- -- 4 4 5,500
         Germany -- -- -- 5 5 6,970
         Italy   -- -- -- 2 2 3,120
         Japan 3 3 4,150 144 143 210,000
         Mexico 6 6 7,900 17 17 25,100
         Spain -- -- -- 7 7 9,300
         Sweden -- -- -- 2 2 3,320
         United Kingdom -- -- -- 3 3 3,960
          Other (3 countries) 1 1 6,310 4 4 15,700
            Total 53 53 80,400 237 235 353,000
     Other silicon:
         Argentina 2 2 3,070 74 72 98,200
         Belgium -- -- -- 45 44 73,700
         Canada 1,300 1,260 1,300,000 7,940 7,710 7,960,000
         China 49 47 64,100 132 128 178,000
         Germany 8 7 10,100 801 777 1,100,000
         Japan 7 6 8,770 2,840 2,760 5,920,000
         Korea, Republic of -- -- -- 237 230 378,000
         Mexico 138 134 312,000 17,400 16,900 23,600,000
         Taiwan -- -- -- 979 951 1,290,000
         United Kingdom    5 5 6,190 41 40 54,200
          Other (26 countries) 70 68 160,000 276 268 774,000
             Total 1,580 1,530 1,860,000 30,700 29,900 41,400,000
             Total silicon metal 2,150 2,110 28,300,000 34,200 33,300 231,000,000
e/  Estimated.    XX  Not applicable.
1/ Presentation of monthly data is based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.
2/ Data are rounded to three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
3/ Less than 1/2 unit.

Source:  Bureau of the Census.

TABLE 3 
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN OCTOBER 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date p/ 3/
Gross Contained Gross Contained

Country weight weight Value weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon:
    55% - 80% silicon, over 3% Ca:
        Argentina -- -- -- 180 109 $210,000
        Brazil -- -- -- 28 18 32,100
        France 18 12 $28,800 72 31 116,000
        Germany -- -- -- 17 6 28,800
        Macedonia 2,520 1,900 1,440,000 13,200 10,000 7,280,000
        United Kingdom -- -- -- 10 7 75,900
            Total 2,540 1,920 1,460,000 13,600 10,200 7,740,000
    55% - 80% silicon, Other:
        Brazil -- -- -- 8,610 6,420 4,820,000
        Canada 1,070 812 739,000 6,590 4,970 4,880,000
        Egypt -- -- -- 2,610 1,900 1,430,000
        France 198 122 530,000 1,770 1,160 3,700,000
        Iceland -- -- -- 11,600 8,700 6,200,000
        India      -- -- -- 770 583 475,000
        Kazakhstan  4,050 3,040 1,920,000 4,050 3,040 1,920,000
        Norway 6,520 4,980 4,230,000 75,800 57,600 47,800,000
See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 3--Continued
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN OCTOBER 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date p/ 3/
Gross Contained Gross Contained

Country weight weight Value weight weight Value
Ferrosilicon--Continued:
    55% - 80% silicon, Other--Continued:
        Poland -- -- -- 4,960 3,750 $3,000,000
        South Africa 3,080 2,320 $1,770,000 30,300 23,000 17,300,000
        Other  (6 countries) 181 151 222,000 1,220 865 2,680,000
            Total 15,100 11,400 9,400,000 148,000 112,000 94,300,000
     80% - 90% silicon:
        Canada -- -- -- 73 65 5,830
     More than 90%  silicon:
        Canada -- -- -- 17 17 24,700
     Magnesium ferrosilicon:
        Argentina -- -- -- 804 382 736,000
        Brazil 1,130 4/ 542 4/ 841,000 4/ 3,870 1,800 2,870,000
        Canada 55 26 61,000 327 156 303,000
        China -- -- -- 2,760 1,320 2,160,000
        Japan  16 8 36,700 113 55 262,000
        Norway 1,600 681 1,470,000 11,700 5,370 11,300,000
            Total 2,800 1,260 2,410,000 19,500 9,080 17,600,000
     Other ferrosilicon:
        Brazil -- -- -- 8 4 13,300
       Canada 646 208 498,000 7,810 2,670 6,310,000
       France -- -- -- 81 41 191,000
       Germany -- -- -- 80 12 102,000
       Italy  57 6 20,100 294 27 104,000
       Japan  -- -- -- 47 19 92,700
       Norway 120 18 140,000 302 108 382,000
       South Africa 27 4 24,500 165 24 147,000
           Total 850 236 683,000 8,790 2,910 7,340,000
           Total ferrosilicon 21,300 14,800 14,000,000 190,000 134,000 127,000,000
Metal:
    More than 99.99% silicon:
        Canada -- XX -- 3 XX 61,900
        China -- XX -- 1 XX 2,420
        Denmark (5/) XX 16,200 1 XX 89,200
        Germany 25 XX 4,080,000 320 XX 40,700,000
        Italy 23 XX 978,000 463 XX 20,900,000
        Japan 21 XX 1,110,000 395 XX 13,200,000
        Korea, Republic of 37 XX 1,200,000 87 XX 2,300,000
        Sweden -- XX -- 1 XX 57,000
        Taiwan -- XX -- 29 XX 363,000
        United Kingdom 1 XX 20,100 12 XX 1,180,000
        Other  (8 countries) (5/) XX 18,300 1 XX 120,000
            Total 108 108 e/ 7,430,000 1,310 1,310 e/ 78,900,000
     99.00% - 99.99% silicon:
        Australia 229 228 299,000 1,330 1,320 1,810,000
        Brazil 800 794 863,000 9,470 8,850 11,400,000
        Canada 1,400 1,390 2,080,000 12,100 12,100 18,400,000
        China -- -- -- 617 556 566,000
        France 1,230 1,220 1,850,000 2,190 2,170 3,150,000
        Norway  1 1 5,850 5,060 5,070 7,430,000
        Russia 545 535 687,000 6,050 5,920 6,500,000
        Saudi Arabia 301 299 298,000 1,670 1,650 1,610,000
        South Africa 3,510 3,480 4,250,000 16,400 16,200 20,400,000
        Spain 21 21 20,000 582 577 606,000
        Other  (6 countries) -- -- -- 543 496 890,000
            Total 8,040 7,970 10,300,000 56,000 54,800 72,700,000
     Other silicon:
        Brazil -- -- -- 1,480 978 1,820,000
        Canada 889 876 1,270,000 8,180 8,040 11,700,000
        China  262 4/ 273 4/ 209,000 4/ 1,840 1,830 1,580,000
        Korea, Republic of 43 118 104,000 339 329 311,000
        Norway            120 42 56,200 387 375 394,000
See footnotes at end of table.



TABLE 3--Continued
U.S. IMPORTS FOR CONSUMPTION OF FERROSILICON AND SILICON METAL IN OCTOBER 1999 1/ 2/

(Metric tons)

Year to date p/ 3/
Gross Contained Gross Contained

Country weight weight Value weight weight Value
Metal--Continued:
     Other silicon--Continued:
        Russia  632 622 $592,000 12,800 12,500 $13,500,000
        Saudi Arabia  -- -- -- 9,320 9,110 9,430,000
        South Africa 513 505 513,000 4,270 4,170 4,270,000
        Spain -- -- -- 282 278 357,000
        United Kingdom 56 52 75,200 377 364 503,000
        Other  (7 countries) 18 (5/) 19,800 575 493 686,000
            Total 2,530 2,490 2,840,000 39,900 38,400 44,600,000
            Total silicon metal 10,700 10,600 20,600,000 97,200 94,600 196,000,000
e/  Estimated.    p/ Preliminary.   XX  Not applicable.
1/ Presentation of monthly data is based on the year-to-date quantities (gross weight) of the top ten countries.
2/ Data are rounded to three significant digits; may not add to totals shown.
3/ May include revisions to previous months' data.
4/ All or part of these data have been referred to the Bureau of the Census for verification.
5/ Less than 1/2 unit.

Source: Bureau of the Census.


